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| GCHRIST's Righteouſneſs, 


It is ſaid of Iſhmael; His Hand will be againſt every 
| Man. Mr WESLEY goes a Step farther, His 
| 
| 
| 


— — 


| Hand is againſt Himſelf, as well as againſt every 
| Body elſe. | 


HEervey's Letters to WE SI E v, Page 196. 
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PRE F A CE. 


S the Doactrines of the Re ion are 
attacked on all Sides, it behoves every 
lover of the Truth to do all in his Power to 
defend them, eſpecially as Popery is gaining 
ground among ſt us daily. And as there is no 
Doctrine of our Church more eminently Funda- 
mental than that of Juſtification, it ought to 
be kept clear of all Mixture, and faithfully de- 
livered to the People, by thoſe who are called 
to the Function of the Miniſtry. The vicari- 
ous * Righteouſneſs of ChRISTH 7s the one 
Hope on which a Sinner can build with Safety, 
A 3 and 


* By the vicarious Righteouſneſs, is meant, CHR 18sT's 
dive and paſſive Obedience to the Law, as the Covenant- 
head and Surety of his People. 


(wv) | 
and the Imputation of it to the beheving Soul, 
is that Act of divine Grace, by which every 
true Believer is actually juſtified in the Sight 
of Go p, and made. an Heir of everlaſting 
| Glory— As this Point is handled in the follow- 
| ing Dialogue, with ſuch precifion and clearneſs, 
by Diſputants of Equal Talents, Gifts, and 
Abilities, it 1s hoped it may be of ſervice to 
| others, notwithſtanding the Diſputants themſelves 
are irreconcileable to each other, and therefore 

not likely to agree upon the Point. 
Joly 26. 1765. 
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JOHN againſt WESLEY; 


A 55 
DIALOGUE. 


IMPUTATION 
OF 


” 1 CHRIS T 's Righteouſneſs. 


Jonun. 
ARS A -H Y ſhould you think it a ſtrange 
K W Thing that the Righteouſneſs of 
* * Cunler ſhould be imputed ? Chriſ- 


K y ; 


JOE tian an, Vol. IX. Page 231. 


WESLEY. 
For CRRIST's Sake, and for the Sake of Immortal 
Souls, which he has purchaſed with his Blood, do 
A4 | not 


Cs) 

not diſpute for that particular Phraſe, the Inputed 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; it is not ſcriptural, it is 
not neceſſary, it has done immenſe Hurt. I have 
had. abundant Proof that the frequent Uſe of this. 
unneceſſary Phraſe, inſtead of furthering Men's Pro- 
greſs in vital Holineſs, has made them ſatisfied with- 
out any Holineſs at all; yea, and encouraged them 
to work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs. Preſerva- 
tive, Page 212. 1 


Jonn, 


It is true indeed we muſt lead a ſober, righteous, 
and religious Life, for, for this End hath the Grace 
of Gop appeared; yet you muſt remember withal, 
that we cannot work this Holineſs in ourſelves, that 
muſt be Gop's Work altogether, we are only to 
take this Righteouſneſs, and the other is but a Conſe- 
quence that followeth upon it. To illuſtrate this 
unto you by a Similitude. A Wheel or a Bowl 
runneth, not that it may be made round, that is 
the Buſineſs of the Workman, who makes it round 
that it may run. So it is in this Caſe, Gop doth 
not look that we ſhould bring Holineſs with us, for 
we have it not to bring: We are, at the firſt, only 
to believe and accept this Righteouſneſs that is offered 
to us. When that is done, it is God's part to 
frame us, and faſhion us to a holy Life. Chri/tian 
Library, Vol. IX, Page 250. 

941 WESLEY. 


( 9 ) 


WESLEY. 


As to the Doctrine we are agreed, - concerning 
the Thing there is no Queſtion. But this way of 
ſpeaking is unſcriptural, the Mode of Expreſſion is 
not momentous, always dangerous, often fatal. 
Preſervative, Page 226, 227. 


Jo Rx. 

This is but a Copy of your Countenance. How 
can you aſſert that we agree in the Doctrine, and 
make no Queſtion of the Thing, when you have lately 
publiſhed John Goodwin's Book to deſtroy both the 
Thing and the Doctrine? 


WESLEY. 


Only look into my Notes on the New Teſtament, 
and you will find what I fay to be true, where I 
both «ſe the Phraſe, and teach the Doctrine, by ex- 
plaining the Wedding Garment, /Jatthew xxii. 12. 
To ſignify ©* CyrIsT's Righteouſneſs firſt imputed, 
then implanted.“ 


Jonn. 


But John Goodwin's Book excludes the Righteouſ- 
neſs of CyRIsT as our Goſpel-Righteouſneſs, and 
puts Faith, or our Act of Believing, in its room. 


WESLEY. 


. 


WESLEY. 


This is fully conſiſtent with our being juſtified by 
the Imputation of the Righteouſneſs of CHRISTH; that 
is, our being pardoned and accepted by Gop on our 
believing, for the Sake of what CHrIsT hath done 
and ſuffered, For though this, and this alone, be the 
meritorious Cauſe of our Acceptance with Gop, yet 
Faith may be ſaid to be imputed to us for Righteouſ- 
neſs, as it is the ſole Condition of our Acceptance. 
Note on Rom. iv. 9. 


Joux. 


This is not John Goodwin's Meaning, for he ſays, 
Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs ; that is, the A4 
of Believing, taking the Apoſtle's Words literally; 
and if ſo, we are accepted upon Account of our 
Faith, and not for the Sake of what CHRIST hath 
done and ſuffered, as you affirm, in your Note above 
quoted; at leaſt he means that CHRTIST's Righteouſ- 
neſs is only remotely, and not immediately the meri- 
torious Cauſe of our Acceptance, Whereas my Be- 
lief is, that “ neither our inward or outward Righ- 
<« teouſneſs is the Ground of our Juſtification : Holi- 
« neſs of Heart, as well as of Life, is not the Cauſe 
but the Effect of it. The ſole Cauſe of our Ac- 
% ceptance with Go p, is the Righteouſneſs and 
“ Death of CHRIST, who fulfilled Gop's Law, 

| e and 


G 
* and died in our ſtead.” See Mr ed: Eleven 
Letters, Page the laſt. 


WESLEY, 


We do not confound theſe (that is, the Active and 
Paſfive Righteouſneſs) but neither do we ſeparate 
them, nor have we any Authority from Scripture for 
either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſeparate from the 
other. Preſervative, Page 214. Why ſhould you 
put aſunder what Gop has joined? Ibid. Page 235. 
beſides, the nice Metaphyſical Doctrine of Inputed 
Righteouſneſs leads not to Repentance but Licentiouſ- 
neſs*, Preſervative, Page 215. q 


Jonn. 


I inſiſt upon it that the Righteouſneſs which is 
of God by Faith, is both imputed and inherent : 
and my Faith fixes both on the meritorious Life, 
and atoning Death of CHRIS H. Preſervative, Page 
230, Therefore let what I have publiſhed be till 
my Song : | 


Jeſus, thy Blood and Righteouſneſs 
My Beauty are, my glorious Dreſs ; 
 *Midft flaming Worlds, in theſe array'd 
With Foy /hall I lift up my Head. | 
This 
® This is perhaps one of the moſt unguarded Aſſertions that ever came 
from the Pen or Mouth of a Proteſtant Miniſter, 


(- 12 ) 
'This I repeated when Preaching laſt Year in York- 
Hire, and this I will ſtand by. 


WESLEY. 
This doth not agree with Rom. iv. 9. which 


ſays, Faith (that is, the Act of Believing) was reckon- 
ed for Righteouſneſs. John Goodwin. 


Jonn. | 

We are juſtified by Faith in CHRIST only ; but let 
it be obſerved the true Senſe of thoſe Words is 
not, that this our own Ad to believe in CHRIST, 
or this our Faith which is within us, juſtifies us (for 
that were to account ourſelves to be juſtified by 
ſome Act or Virtue that is within us.) In Strictneſs, 
therefore, neither our Faith nor our Works juſtify 
us, but Gop himſelf juſtifies us through the Merits 
of his Son only: CHRIsT therefore is now the 
Righteouſneſs of all them that truly believe in 
Him. He for them paid the Ranſom by his Death. 
He for them fulfilled the Law in his Life: So that 
now in Him and by Him every believer may be call- 


ed a Fulfiller of the Law. The Principles of a Me- 
thodiſi, Page 6, 7. 


WESLEY. 
Not ſo: CarisT by his Death alone fully ſatis- 
fied for the Sins of the whole World. Preſervative, 
Page 


{( 13 ) 
Page 223. This is the grand Objection to that 
whole Scheme, it makes Thouſands content to live 
and die Tranſgreſſors of the Law, becauſe CHRIS 
fulfilled it for them. Preſervative, Page 229. 


JoHn. 


As Adam's firſt Unrighteouſneſs is communicated 
to Men, and made theirs by :mputation, after the ſame 
manner the Righteouſneſs that CHRISH wrought 
is made ours by imputation ; Chriſtian Library, Vol. 
IX. Page 230.— and it is the Character of a judicious 
believing Chriſtian Soul, that he can value the Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST out of himſelf, living and dy- 
ing to appear in that. This I believe to be all true, 
all agreeable to the Oracles of Gop. Preface to the 
Chriſtian Library, Page 4. 


WESLEY. 


Well Joan, you and I ſhall never agree upon 
theſe Points, nor can all the Wiſdom of Man make 
us agree. So we had better think and let think, I 
cannot explain the Phraſe imputed Righteouſneſs, or 
the Senſe of it better than is done in a Trac lately 
publiſhed, intitled, 4 Treatiſe on Fuſlification®* ; 


and indeed that is quite clean contrary to all you 
have ſaid, | 


JoHn. 
* Anſwer to Mr Hervey's Letters, Page 33. 


n Ac 
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Jonn. 


I cannot help that: ſaying and proving are two 
Things, and before I can reconcile John Goodwin's 
Principles to my own, as I have avowed them in 
many Paſſages of my Writings, I muſt believe 
White is Black, and Black is White. I only wiſh 
you would carefully read over Dr Pre/ton's Brea/l-plate 
of Faith and Love; there you will ſee the Imputation 
of Crz1sT's Righteouſneſs, fully maintained, and ably 
defended. You will find it in the Chriſtian Library, 


Vol. IX. Page 227. and for my Part, I have given 
it under my Hand, that © it is all true, all agreeable 


* to the Oracles of Gop.” Preface to Chriſtian Li- 
brary. Page 4. 
WESLEY. 


Well, good Night Jo H, the next Time we 
meet we may perhaps agree better: Till then fare- 


wel. 


. 


